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Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
07 October 1999 (07.10.99) 



To: 



BENNETT JONES 
Attn: Rosea n Caldwell 
4500 Bankers Hall East 
855 - 2nd Street S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2P 4K7 
CANADA 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
40743-4 


IMPORTANT INFORMATION 


International application No. 
PCT/CA99/00121 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
12 February 1999 (12.02.99) 


Priority date (d a y/mo nth/year) 

13 February 1998(13.02.98) 


Applicant 

CLEMENT, Gerald, M. 



1. The applicant is hereby informed that the International Bureau has, according to Article 31 (7), notified each of the following 
Offices of its election: 

AP :GH,GM,KE,LS,MW,SD,SZ,UG,ZW 

EP lAT^BE^H^DE^DK^S^F^FR^B^RJEJT^U^CNUPT.SE 

National tAU^CBR^CA^CN^^DE^GBJUJ^KPAR.M^NO^NZ^URCRU^S^SI^US 

2. The following Offices have waived the requirement for the notification of their election; the notification will be sent to them 
by the International Bureau only upon their request: 

EA :AM,AZ,BY,KG,KZ,MD,RUJJ,TM 

OA iBF^J^F^CCLCM^GA^N^W^MUMR^^SNJDJG 

National lAUAM^AZ^A^B^Y^CH^U^^EE^ESJLGD^E^H^M^R^UJDJN, 

IS^E^KCK^LCLK^R^S^T^U^V^MD^G^K^MW.MX^PT^D^SCSLSLJJJMJR, 

TT,UA / UG / UZ / VN / YU / ZW 

3. The applicant is reminded that he must enter the "national phase" before the expiration of 30 months from the priority date 
before each of the Offices listed above. This must be done by paying the national fee(s) and furnishing , if prescribed, a 
translation of the international application (Article 39(1 )(a)), as well as, where applicable, by furnishing a translation of any 
annexes of the international preliminary examination report (Article 36(3)(b) and Rule 74.1). 

Some offices have fixed time limits expiring later than the above-mentioned time limit. For detailed information about the 
applicable time limits and the acts to be performed upon entry into the national phase before a particular Office, see Volume I 
of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 

The entry into the European regional phase is postponed until 31 months from the priority date for all States designated for 
the purposes of obtaining a European patent. 



The International Bureau of WIPO 


Authorized officer: 






34, chemin des Colombettes 


Lazar Joseph FTarpaKdl 




1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 




Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 


Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 




Form PCT/IB/332 (September 1997) 




2886334 
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NOTICE INFORMING THE APPLICANT OF THE 
COMMUNICATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
APPLICATION TO THE DESIGNATED OFFICES 

(PCT Rule 47.1(c), first sentence) 



To: 



BENNETT JONES 
Attn: Rosean Caldwell 
4500 Bankers Hall East 
855 - 2nd Street S. W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2P4K7 
CANADA 



Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
19 August 1999 (19.08.99) 






Applicant's or agent's file reference 
40743-4 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


International application No. 
PCT/CA99/00121 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
12 February 1999(12.02.99) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 

13 February 1998 (13.02.98) 


Applicant 

CLEMENT, Gerald, M. 



1. Notice is hereby given that the international Bureau has communicated, as provided in Article 20, the international application 
to the following designated Offices on the date indicated above as the date of mailing of this Notice: 

AU,CN,EP,IL,JP,KP,KR,US 

In accordance with Rule 47.1 (c), third sentence, those Offices will accept the present Notice as conclusive evidence that 
the communication of the international application has duly taken place on the date of mailing indicated above and no copy 
of the international application is required to be furnished by the applicant to the designated Office(s). 

2. The following designated Offices have waived the requirement for such a communication at this time: 

AL^M^AT^BA^B^CBR^^CA^KCU^D^DK^A^^ES^LGB^D^^GH^M^R^HU, 

IDJNJS^E^CKZ^CLK^R^S^T^U^V^D^CM^IVIN^MW^X^O^Z^PL^LRO^U^D, 

SE,SG,SI,SK,SLTJ,TMTRJT,UA.UG,UZ,VN,YU,ZW 
The communication will be maae to those Offices only uDon their request. Furthermore, those Offices do not require the 
applicant to furnish a copy of the international application (Rule 49.1 (a-bis)). 

3. Enclosed with this Notice is a copy of the international application as published by the International Bureau on 
19 August 1999 (19.08.99) under No. WO 99/41459 



REMINDER REGARDING CHAPTER II (Article 31(2)(a) and Rule 54.2) 

If the applicant wishes to postpone entry into the national phase until 30 months (or later in some Offices) from the priority 
date, a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed with the competent International Preliminary 
Examining Authority before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date. 

It is the applicant's sole responsibility to monitor the 1 9-month time limit. 

Note that only an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter II has the 
right to file a demand for international preliminary examination. 



REMINDER REGARDING ENTRY INTO THE NATIONAL PHASE (Article 22 or 39(1)) 

If the applicant wishes to proceed with the international application in the national phase, he must, within 20 months 
or 30 months, or later in some Offices, perform the acts referred to therein before each designated or elected Office. 

For further important information on the time limits and acts to be performed for entering the national phase, see the 
Annex to Form PCT/IB/301 (Notification of Receipt of Record Copy) and Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 



The International Bureau of WIPO 


Authorized officer 






34, chemin des Colombettes 


J. Zahra 




1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 
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IATENT COOPERATION TR^TY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 




Applicants or agent's file reference 
40743-4 



International application No. 
PCT/CA99/00121 



See Notification of Transmittal of International 
FOR FURTHER ACTION Preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
12/02/1999 



Priority date (day/month/year) 
13/02/1998 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
E02B3/10 



Applicant 

CLEMENT, Gerald, M. 



1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total ot 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
I S Basis of the report 



II 


□ 


Priority 


III 




Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 


IV 


□ 


Lack of unity ot invention 


V 


IS 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 






citations and explanations suporting such statement 


VI 


□ 


Certain documents cited 


VII 


□ 


Certain defects in the international application 


VIII 


8 


Certain observations on the international application 



Date of submission of the demand 


Date of completion of this report 




13/09/1999 


05.05.2000 




Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: 

European Patent Office 
yjfi) D-80298 Munich 
ZZy' Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 
Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 


Authorized officer 
Schoufour, F 

Telephone No. +49 89 2399 8919 


f J> J 



Form PCT/I PEA/409 (cover sheet) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/CA99/001 21 



I. Basis of the report 

1 This report has been drawn on the basis of {substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments.): 

Description, pages: 

1-15 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1 -25 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/8-8/8 as originally filed 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

3. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 



4. Additional observations, if necessary: 



III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non-obvious), 
or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application. 
K claims Nos. 3,7,13,24. 

because: 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Boxes I- VIII. Sheet 1) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/CA99/001 21 



□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 



S the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements beloW) or said claims Nos. 3,7,13,24 are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

see separate sheet 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

□ no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. . 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1,2,4,8-11,17,19-21,25 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 5,6,12,14-16,18,22,23 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-25 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 

see separate sheet 



Form PCT/I PEA/409 {Boxes I- VII I. Sheet 2) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/CA99/00121 
EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



CLAIM 1 

1 . Document US-A-5 t 059,065 (D1 ) discloses a dike section comprising 
a first elongate bladder formed of a flexible material to contain a liquid 
and a second elongate bladder formed of a flexible material to contain a 
liquid, the first and the second elongate bladder extending in side by side 
relation ; and a wall dividing the first from the second elongate bladder, the 
wall formed to prevent any flow of liquid from the first to the second elongate 
bladder. 

Reference is made to the figures 1-4 and to column 5, lines 1-56. 

2. Moreover, the documents WO-A-96 / 27710 (D2) and US-A-5,645,373 (D3) 
disclose also such a dike section, which can f.i. be seen from the figures 1,2 and 
the abstract in D2, and the figures 10,12 and the abstract in D3. 

3. In view of these disclosures, the subject-matter of claim 1 does not appear to be 
novel (Article 33(2) PCT). 

DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2, 4-6, 8-12, 14-16 

4. The features of these dependent claims are either already known from one of the 
documents D1 to D3 (the features of the claims 2,4,8-1 1 are f.i. known from D2) 
or lie whithin the technical capabilities of the skilled man. 

Therefore, these dependent claims do not appear to meet the requirements of 
Article 33(2) PCT (novelty) or Article 33(3) PCT (inventive step). 

DEPENDENT CLAIMS 3, 7, 13 

5. The claims 3 and 7 do not contain any constructional features, while claim 13 is in 
contradiction with claim 1 . These claims are therefore to be disregarded. 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 1) (EPO-April 1997) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. 
EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



PCT/CA99/00121 



INDEPENDENT CLAIM 17 

6. In the same way as above, independent claim 17 does not appear to be novel in 
view of one of the documents D1 ,D2 t D3. 

DEPENDENT CLAIMS 18-23, 25 

7. The features of these dependent claims are either already known from one of the 
documents D1 to D3 (the features of the claims 19-21,25 are Li. known from D2) 
or lie whithin the technical capabilities of the skilled man. 

Therefore, these dependent claims do not appear to meet the requirements of 
Article 33(2) PCT (novelty) or Article 33(3) PCT (inventive step). 

DEPENDENT CLAIM 24 

8. Claim 24 does, in the same way as claim 7, not contain any constructional 
features. This claim is therefore also to be disregarded. 

FURTHER POINTS 

9. The independent claims are not formulated in the two-part form (Rule 6.3(b) PCT. 
Reference numerals are not inserted into the claims (Rule 6.2(b) PCT. 

A prior art document has not been discussed in the application. 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 2) (EPO-April 1997) 



